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Cam;“us
builder

ey had what we like tocall vision.

‘Thiey were the builders, the shapers

of modern Bostan: Fd Logee and

Steve Coyle, the city’s great plan-

ning directors of their time. Boaston
Muayor Kevin White. Horman Leventhal, the
developer who gave us a rebom South Station
and Post Orifics Square, b iame fast two, And
‘Ben Thompson, the architeet whao ssw in Quin-
ey Market neot is past but [ks futwre,

Here's one name [ doubt you know: Robert
Silverman.

Robert who, you ask? 1t is & falr question, “T
am & comipletely obscure person,” says Sliver-
maun, who works from a small, plain office over-
looking Boston Commaon.,

Hoscwne e i, bul tee work Silverman has
been doing sowell and so quietly for the past
e decades no bonger ks,

In Allston, new Harvand president Law-
renoe Burmmens is moving shead faster than
anyone expectod on what will become of the
100 acres the und-
versity acquired in
the Labe 19808 and
arly 1690a. Sum-
mers {8 thinking
iz Will it be a pew
e for Harvand

O will 2 he the
linchpin of Sum-
mrs’ grand goal of
creating a sclence
park that could he-
oome Klve net 8ili-
o Valley?

In dovamtawsm
Easton, another canipus is nearing completion,
cobbiad together over the past decade from ex-
f=ting balldings at the cormer of Tremost and
Baylsion streets, Emerson Colbege his nefther
the endawment por the ambitions of a Har-
vard, but in the e S0s i was ready to pull up
stakes from its home in the Back Bay and hisd
first o Bodiord and then o Lawrence. Both
coflege and city are better that it didn't,

Robert Silverman’s
work has helped
shaped Roston.

MarcH 13,

Eob Silverman is the link between the two
schoals and thedr futures in Boston.

As Harvard's director of planning in the
"B, Silverman drew the road map for the ani-
versity’s expansion into Allston. Tt was his work
that convinesd Harvand president Denek Bok
and others that the university was running cat
of space in Cambridge far faster than cxpected,
and he identified most of the Allston parcels.
thi sehood would later acquing — secretly —
after he beft,

Emerson hired S8verman in 1292, shortly
affter the school abandoned former president
Allen Koenlg's expensive and ill-conceived plan
tohaild & new campus cutside Boston. Sinoe
then, Silverman has managod the sabe of most
of Emerson's 16 hrownstones and apartment
bufkdings in the Back Bay and boaght four
much larger bulldings and two parcels on the
edige of the Theater District — an appeopriate
lessation for & schood that specializes in the per-
formanoe arts and the media. Work ks under-
wiy of An 11-s50ey performaance cerber behind
Emerson's Majesthe Theater; a 14-story student
center and dormitory s not far behind, The col-
lege, neasly broke wiven Sihverman arived as
head of adminkstration and finknoe, is now in
an enviable finandal posttion,

“This is an example of someons: withoat any
pabile entity shaping the city is some pretty
fandamentsl ways, " says Paul Grogan, prisi-
dent of the Boston Foundation and former
head of external affairs at Harvard., “In bath
s — what b engineered in Allston and at
Emerscn — they are immensely positive devel-
opments for the city of Boston. He is a vision-
arp”

Silverman, §4, thinks cooscing and cumpuas-
uilding have & ot in common: *Vou makea
campus the way you make & good reduction
fsauce,” he says. “Vou keep adding ingredients,
Escrll o Ehe weakeer and skim off the fat. You have
tohe patient. And it all bofls dewn to scame
thing that ks very appealing.”

Higher education and the hospitals ane
more important that ever to Boston — the two
arcas that continue to give us an sdvantage ina
glothal ecomomy, Far froem the headlines, Rob
Silverman has done neore than maost to secare
that fistare, mot on oo campus, but two,

Sreve Sriley con be reched af 61 7-920-2902 or
iy e-mmicail car Bexilepg piobe. com.
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